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abstract
Since more than a century, our western world is heading towards a sphere of secularism and it has become more or less used to it in culture and thinking. Nowadays however, there seems to be a counter reaction in fictional literature, in philosophy (of religion) and in theology. There is a growing new understanding for the spiritual dimension of life in its practical as well as theological aspects. It is argued that the actual interest in worldviews as such, be it religious, secular, environmentalist of deep-ecologist, is immediately related to a change in our appreciation of our underlying perception on how and what things really are. This change involves amongst other things the return of god-concepts in a range of central topics in modern thinking.

In my paper I will engage with some central aspects in Spinoza’s god-concept in my debate with the well known late Norwegian philosopher Arne Naess. His view and mine were published in Neue Zeitschrift für Systematische Theologie und Religionsphilosophie, Berlin  28 (3), 271- 283. My argument is that by the method of logical reconstruction it can be shown that even a strict rational system such as Spinoza’s a god-concept is more open than one would think. This is opposite to the standard belief. Recently this debate was resumed by Eccy de Jonge, in his Spinoza and Deep Ecology. Challenging traditional approaches to Environmentalism, ASHGATE 2004. In this interesting study it is shown that Naess as an environmentalist (and non believer) adopts and introduces a god-concept which can be seen as in fact ambivalent and complicit with the very necessity it supposedly opposes. As it seems to be, the only reason for introducing a god-concept in his environmental thinking is to overcome the overall (typically western) experienced phenomenon of staying an outsider and of non-belonging. In order to prevent humans from becoming to subjected to unreliable meaning and random events, and to behold the connection with life, Naess values therefore a  central role and function for the return of a god-concept as I understand his view, in a time wrestling with the absence of God.
In my paper I will argue that Whiteheadian thinking can be a great support for a radical openness of the god-concept. Especially when now this debate happens on the basis of (i) the absence of the dominant (religious) narrative in a traditionally Christian society, (ii) the fact that secularism and religion both are “in the making”, and finally (iii) the spiritual praxis and the search for self-understanding, which is developing in and outside the traditional churches strongly today in western society, spans the significant characteristics of an immanent-transcendentalist (panentheist) approach to God and nature. In a secular age, reminding Richard Kearney, what we perceive is the return-to-God-after-God. What will this mean for how we are related to the ground beneath our feet?. There are fortunately many voices opposing the experience of loss and disenchantment and turning it into the powerful expectation of either secular transcendence in the context of art, or rather into a future (secular?) still unknown form of religion which is in the making. The crucial question at hand behind all of this is perhaps: “What will God become?”   
Whiteheads illuminating ideas on prehension and eternal objects etc. might serve as a key, and help us in rethinking our world by unfolding its intensities and forces. 
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