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Abstract

The Continent of Africa is known worldwide today primarily as the Continent where people are suffering most on the planet.  It is known as the Continent of conflicts and wars, endemic corruption and power-hungry tyrants, poverty, draught and famine.  The cause(s) of these negative factors are sometimes traced to the colonial past of the Continent.  But it is agreed by all that at present, the fate of the Continent is in the hands of its people; whether to let the past and outside negative influences dominate the Continent or not.  However, in many discussions about how to solve the problems besetting the Continent, there has been “… the absence of a coördinating philosophy of life…”  The absence of this in the populace would “spell decadence, boredom and the slackening of efforts”. (Whitehead, 1967, p. 98)  This writer is convinced that “It is our business – philosophers, students and practical men – to create and re-enact a vision of the world, including those elements of reverence and order without which society lapses into riot, and penetrated through and through with unflinching rationality.” (Whitehead, 1967, p. 99, emphasis added).  It is suggested here that ‘the vision of the world’ that Africa needs is ‘Process Philosophy’.  A detail working out of this thesis would take volumes and decades to produce.  Hence, what is given here is ‘provisional outline’.  This is the perspective of someone who is convinced of the relevance of this philosophy for Africa.

