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Abstract
A. N. Whitehead constructed his philosophy of organism in the early twentieth century when the dramatic changes occurred in philosophy, science, and civilization. According to Process and Reality, he endeavored to “frame a coherent, logical necessary system of general ideas in terms of which every element of our experience can be interpreted.” 

This implies two aspects of Whitehead’s philosophy: on one hand, his philosophy of organism as metaphysics has the universality without temporariness. Though it was constructed about a hundred years ago, it conveys profound truth even today. On the other hand, his philosophy as cosmology is based on his contemporary sciences, social situations, and so on. This suggests that Whitehead’s philosophy also become old-fashioned someday, and some future great philosopher may say: “The Process and Reality of Whitehead, considered as a statement of scientific details, is simply foolish. But if it be read as an allegory, it conveys profound truth.” Then what is the significance of Whitehead’s philosophy beyond ages? 

In this paper, I propose that the significance of Whitehead’s philosophy is in novelty of style in his philosophy. He invented many original notions, and in particular actual entity, prehension, nexus involve “some divergence from antecedent philosophical thought.” If we considered each as a concept having a univocal meaning, the possibilities to develop Whitehead’s philosophy would be bound by such concepts. However, if we find novelty of his philosophy in its style to express the concrete elements in our experience, those notions function as open to various interpretations of his philosophy and as generating various systems of meaning. Whitehead created novel style which is style of neither western traditional philosophy nor positivistic science. In conclusion, I will provide what features its style has. 

PAGE  
1

