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According to the Met Office Hadley Centre for Climate Change, current CO2 emissions are near the upper end of IPCC predictions and 4°C global warming by 2060 is possible in the worst case. However, we are already feeling negative impacts of climate change when the surface temperature increase is merely less than 1°C since pre-industrial times. Kevin Anderson and Hans Joachim Schellnfuber have independently estimated the carrying capacity of the world population in the 4°C warmer world to be less than 1 billion (present population 7 billion). Furthermore, Johon Rockstroem et al have concluded that humanity has already transgressed at least three planetary boundaries: climate change; biodiversity loss; and bio geo-chemical flow boundaries.

Why humanity does not percept an approaching climate emergency and immediately starts to transform industrial civilization to ecological civilization as Thomas Berry suggests?

The Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD) is pushing forward green growth, which fosters economic growth and development while ensuring natural assets continue to provide the resources and environmental services on which our well-being relies. We also have three international panels, which provide scientific advices for green growth, the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC), the International Resource Panel (IRP) and the Intergovernmental Panel on Biodiversity and Ecosystem Service (IPBES). We need not only scientific advices but also ethical advices from many wider perspectives of ecological civilization. We urgently need mobilizing experts in the fields, eco-philosophy, eco-theology, and environmental ethics. The Intergovernmental Ethics Panel (IEP), proposed in this paper, is tasked to provide per capita ecological carrying capacities and to set the comprehensive guidelines for green investment, green purchasing, eco-management, and global green-economy. In my opinion, IEP should influence and lead the activities of IPCC, IRP, and IPBES because ethical development must play a key role in sustainable development.

